
Birk Crag Centre will continue to inspire and enthuse its users 

 

Work well underway! 
The original building, a holiday centre for children, was donated by the Rotary Clubs of Leeds 

& Harrogate in 1955 to the Guide Association.  In 1963 the Centre was destroyed by fire, a 

new building was opened in 1967 and has been used by 1,000s of girls and leaders for events, 

residential activities and trainings.  Regrettably, despite on-going maintenance and repairs, 

the building was no longer fit for purpose which meant we had to find a solution.  Planning 

permission was granted in September 2016 to redevelop our new Centre. 

There have been huge developments on the Birk Crag Centre site over the last few months 

and it’s wonderful to see contractors working, with changes appearing on a daily basis.  We 

have funds in place for the site entrance improvements, to build the store and main building 

structure, roof, windows and doors together with some of the ground floor fit out.   

Our contractors are working with us to do everything as economically as possible, but we are 

asking for support from the local community, businesses and friends to help us raise funds to 

fit out the first floor accommodation, complete the ground floor, internal partition of the 

main hall, site drainage and car parking area.  
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Our site after demolition and clearance 

Basement excavation in progress 

 

Birk Crag Residential, 

Training & Activity 

Centre, Harrogate 

Can you, or do you know someone who 

could help by providing materials/funding 

towards  building or fitting out the Centre? 

To get involved by supporting us to build 

the Centre for Girlguiding, friends and   

creating an invaluable local facility for the 

future please contact us - see back page 

for contact details — thank you. 



Ground Floor Site layout 

July 2018 

• Volunteers spent many days emptying the 

old centre and storage container, stripping 

out anything of value and preparing the 

site for access works and demolition.  

August 2018  

• Work commenced on the new driveway 

crossover, protecting services and         

improving access, visibility and safety.   

• Container store moved down the drive to 

make way for works.  Slab laid for the 

store and building works started. 

After over 10 years of consultation with members 

of all ages from across our Girlguiding North     

Yorkshire West County including Harrogate, 

Knaresborough, Ripon, Masham, Pateley Bridge, 

Skipton, Settle and surrounding villages, other 

users of the Centre, professionals and         

neighbours, we are delighted to be working with 

new colleagues and contractors on site.   

The drawings and plans are now being         

transformed into reality, as we continue our 

journey with a+j architects, Topping Engineers, 

Ped Plant and others, coordinated by Stuart   

Holland our Project Manager.  

Watch our video about why 

we need a new centre!   

https://youtu.be/EW9XghOTdTg 

The new Store taking shape 

We are pleased to be working alongside these 

professionals, as our volunteers continue to   

ensure we build a Centre for our needs, raising 

funds and spreading the word about the        

redevelopment via our Strategic Build, Funding, 

PR and Marketing Groups in conjunction with 

our County Executive. 

Services & improvements to access 



First Floor 

September 2018  

• Saturday 8 September —  Demolition Day! 

• Video charting the progress of demolition 

launched and available to view online.  

• Slab of the former Centre broken out, 

trenches dug and infrastructure for new 

services laid. 

• Welfare provision for contractors and the 

site office delivered. 

 

October 2018 

• Driveway crossover nearing completion with 

services protected. 

• 2 of our very own Birk Crag boulders to 

greet you at the gateway. 

• Cess pit removed successfully. 

• Drainage works underway on the driveway. 

• Updated services being installed. 

• Site starts to be marked out with pegs. 

• Progress continues on the new store. 

Demolition underway 

We are very grateful to our Rainbow, Brownie, 

Guide and Ranger units, Leaders and Helpers,  

all our Trefoil groups, Birk Crag House Group, 

Friends of Birk Crag Centre and supporters in 

and out of our County. 

We promised to share these updates and images 

of progress with you and thank you for your 

help, enthusiasm and encouragement in getting 

us this far, as we drive to complete the project 

and realise the dream for today and future   

generations of Girlguiding, our friends and the 

local community.  

Site  being marked out looking East 

Artist impression of front of new Centre  

Site  being marked out looking West Site  being marked out looking East 
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Look out for Money Boxes  

#BuildBirkCrag money boxes and  

collection boxes coming soon to    

local shops and businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Jumpers 

Join in the festive  

celebrations and    

contribute to funds 

raised by wearing      

Christmas Jumpers to 

a unit meeting or 

Guiding event. 

What about getting 

family, friends and 

work colleagues      

involved too? 

Angie, one of our County                   

Commissioners with Chris from          

the Birk Crag House Group 

Thank you to our many supporters including: 

BENEVOLENT FUND 

The Valeria Sykes  
Charitable Foundation 

To donate ...   

Text:  CRAG01 £ (whatever you can give) to 70070  

Justgiving:  Birk Crag Centre Redevelopment 

Cheques to: GirlguidingNYW Birk Crag Centre 

Become a ...    ‘Friend of Birk Crag Centre’           

more information on our Birk Crag Centre website 

Do you know someone who could help … 

Support us financially/with materials or with fundraising?  

Please contact: 07784 718558     

Project Manager …  Stuart Holland   

07973 472060 or schollandoffice@gmail.com   

To find out more … 

Visit:  www.birkcragcentre.org.uk 

Email: birkcrag@girlguidingnyw.org.uk 

Contact:  07784 718558 

Office address: Girlguiding NYW, Community House,        

46-50 East Parade, Harrogate HG1 5RR 

How you can help …..  


